
To all NWCI Apprentices,  
 

As all of you know, we now are in an environment that we could not have imagined only 
a few months ago. All of us have experienced concern and sometimes fear of the 
unknown. I am reaching out to all of you to give you some reassurance regarding your 
future in the Carpenters Apprenticeship Training Program. Although there’s a lot to talk 
about, I’ll keep my message brief and encourage you to visit NWCI.org for updates and 
important information that I’ve directed staff to post specifically to guide you through 
the changes.   
 

We’ve been working very hard to implement the highest level of preventative measures 
ensuring your health and safety when classes resume. Supplies of protective products, 
Personal Protective Equipment, and related safety equipment are in place, restrictions 
controlling classroom and shop modifications have been lifted, and both are quickly 
being reconfigured for optimal safety. Instructors and staff have been trained and are 
intensely preparing to deliver in-person classes in facilities that are being arranged to 
ensure that social distancing requirements are maintained.   
 

You all will be guided through the new operating procedures when you return to your 
training center for class. Noticeable changes include monitoring all persons for COVID-
19 positive symptoms, reduced class size, and using the Internet to deliver classes to 
you online. The online training will be combined with shop time to keep you moving 
forward in your apprenticeship. Shop projects are being resized to a one-person task 
and the typical class size will be six students to maintain social distancing.  
 

Staff will be making all the adjustments I’ve described, along with many others, during 
the month of June in preparation for your return. Classes will resume after verifying 
everything is ready to go, such as revised classroom layout and shop project spaces to 
ensure social distancing. Classes are currently scheduled to resume July 6th.   
 

I hear and understand your concerns about advancing in your career and attending 
classes. Making that happen for you is our second most important priority. Our number 
one priority is ensuring that every student and staff person is in the safest environment 
possible. To this end, NWCI will not take, or tolerate, shortcuts that could potentially put 
anyone at risk, for any reason, including to make up for lost time or to save money.  
 

Each of you are the most important factor in all of this, you are our future, each one of 
you unique and irreplaceable.    
 

It is my personal privilege, honor, and duty to ensure that NWCI has done everything 
reasonably possible to meet or exceed provisions required by various government 
agencies and authorities, to fulfill our obligation to support you through apprenticeship 
regardless of what changes come our way.    
  
Sincerely,  
Bob Susee  


